7 Steps for Teaching Kids to Share (Without Forcing It)

Why Not to Force Sharing

Teaching kids to share isn't about forcing them to give up their favorite toys. Children develop a sense of
fairness over time, and with gentle guidance and modeling, they'll learn the true value of generosity.
According to child development experts, allowing children autonomy over their belongings helps them

develop trust and emotional intelligence.

7 Steps to Teach Kids to Share

1. Model sharing in your daily life - Let your child see you share snacks, books, and tools.

2. Set boundaries with 'special’ vs. 'community’ toys - Respect their need for personal space.

3. Use timers for fair turn-taking - Visual timers work great for younger kids.

4. Practice turn-taking with games - Board games and role-play can make it fun.

5. Praise genuine sharing moments - Positive reinforcement goes a long way.

6. Read books about sharing - Try 'Llama Llama Time to Share' or similar stories.

7. Stay consistent and patient - Sharing is a skill that takes time and practice.

Bonus Tips for Parents

- Understand what's age-appropriate - Toddlers may parallel play before truly sharing.
- Choose toys that promote cooperation - Look for building sets, puzzles, and collaborative games.

- Use books to reinforce the message - Try 'Mine!" by Sue Heap or 'Share and Take Turns' by Cheri Meiners.

Printable Sharing Agreement

: , agree to:
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- Share community toys fairly with others
- Use a timer when taking turns

- Keep my special toys in a safe spot

Signature: Date:

Decorate this agreement with your favorite shared toys and hang it on the fridge!



